450           Conquest and conversion of Pomerania

peace with Russia was broken in 1118, and, though war dragged on till 1123,
Boleslav wisely refused to take an active part in it, and in 1120 decided to
resume his campaign against the Western Slavs. The cause for the renewal
of warwas the revolt of thechief prince in South Pomerania, who negotiated
with Russia and with the fierce Prussian tribes for assistance. Boleslav
defeated him in two campaigns and annexed to Greater Poland the
southern strip of Pomerania, including Naklo, Sautok, and Czarnkdw,
which remained an integral part of Poland. He then turned against the
Prince of Stettin who had been privy to the rebellion, and not only
forced him to submit, but invaded the lands west of the Oder, conquered
the seaboard as far as the island of Rugen, and finally compelled the
untamed Lyutitzi to do him homage. In order to complete the conversion
of the conquered tribes, Boleslav called to his assistance Otto, Bishop of
Bamberg, who, though a German, had learned Polish during his residence
as chaplain at the Polish court. The prince and the bishop succeeded in
establishing Christianity in Eastern Pomerania in 1124-25, in Western
Pomerania in 1128. The success of this great crusade was crowned by the
inauguration of a new bishopric at Wollin for the western region, the
eastern region being placed under the diocese of Kujawia. It was this
eastern province of Pomerania which was destined, despite many vicissi-
tudes, to give Poland an outlet to the sea, to preserve a remnant of its
Slav population, the Kashubes, and to possess in the village of Gdarlsk a
centre which was to become, by German enterprise under Polish protection,
the great port of Danzig. Boleslav's campaigns in the West were cut
short by events in Hungary (1182-1185) which brought him into relations
with the Emperor Lothar III, to whom at Merseburg in 1135 he did
homage for Pomerania and Riigen.

The firm rule of Boleslav maintained order in Poland, while his zeal
for the Church resulted in certain improvements in ecclesiastical organi-
sation and encouraged the growing influence of the Church on education
and morality. His chaplain,Martin Gallus,wrote the first Polish chronicle.
Foreign trade began to transform such castles as Wroclaw (Breslau) and
Cracow into cities, and a great advance in civilisation was made during his
reign. No ruler of Poland did more for his country than Boleslav III. A
great warrior, almost invariably victorious, he also spread the Christian
religion both in Poland and among the pagan Slavs. He sowed the seeds of
Western culture in his backward country, and shewed how the deepest
respect for the ideas and institutions of Western Europe could be com-
bined with a glowing patriotism and a firm resolve to resist the encroach-
ments of his western neighbours. Before his death in 1138, Boleslav
drew up a will to determine the succession to the throne, which effected
a great change in the internal constitution of the State. Hitherto, while
the succession as determined by the will of the dying prince had usually
involved a division of territory among his sons, in practice one son,
% personal prestige or after civil war, had obtained the sole power.